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Toxic Truth
By Jim Richards
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The concept of toxic truth
seems like a contradiction in terms.
It doesn’t seem possible that truth
could be toxic; after all, the truth
will set you free! Or will it? Truth
isn’t always true. And every be-
liever can attest to the fact that not
every truth will set you free. Some
truth will, in fact, put you in bond-
age. Some truth will destroy you.
Some truth will alienate you from a
greater truth that could transform
your life! As John Osteen used to
say, “Religion is like a vaccination,
it has just enough of the real thing
so you can’t catch it.” The most de-
structive truth in the world is that
which makes you immune to the
ultimate truth!

The truth that will set you
free is the truth that is applicable in
your situation. For the New Cove-
nant believer that truth is the fact
that Jesus has risen from the dead,
we are in Him, and all He has is
ours because we are in Him. To add
to or take away from that, even
though there is some degree of truth
that remains, is to remove truth
from context and turn that which
was designed to set us free into a
corrupt toxin that poisons and de-
stroys. Truth that is taken out of
context or misapplied is no longer
true. Many times it’s the belief in a
truth taken out of context that actu-
ally becomes our destruction! In
fact, truth misused is the most sub-
tle and dangerous of all enemies.

The Apostle Paul stood
against his most despised enemies,
the Judaizers, with a fury that
seemed more poignant than his
fight against the devil himself!
Maybe it was because what they did
was more deadly! The Judaizers

were a group who acknowledged
Jesus’ death and, on some level,
recognized Him as Savior, but they
insisted that you must obey the law
to be righteous. Even though Jesus
qualified you for Heaven, you
stayed qualified for Heaven and
became qualified for the promises
through obedience to the law! In
other words, Jesus saves you, the
law makes you righteous!

In order to maintain balance
they mixed some law and some
truth, some Old Covenant and some
New Covenant. They believed, after
all, that the unconditional love of
God was not enough to keep people
out of sin; in fact, like the legalists
of our day, in total contradiction to
the Word of God, they believed the
message of unconditional love was
a weak compromising message that
led people to a compromised life.
And they believed the message of
faith righteousness would cause
people to live irresponsible, un-
godly lives. In fact, when you look
at the message of the Judaizer you
see little difference between their
message and the mainline message
of the 21* century church!

When explaining the issue
of faith righteousness to the church
at Rome Paul called it the stum-
bling stone of the Gospel. In other
words, FAITH RIGHTEOUSNESS
IS THE ONE THING WITH
WHICH EVERYONE STRUG-
GLES AND STUMBLES! When
explaining Israel’s total failure to
apprehend righteousness he said:
They did not seek it (righteousness)
by faith, but as it were, by the works
of the law. For they stumbled at
that stumbling stone. (Rom. 9:32) It
is this same skewed logic that
causes the church to stumble today!
The church does not believe in a
righteousness that is from faith to
faith. (Rom. 1:17) No! It believes in
a righteousness that starts by faith

and is finished by works!

Our stumbling is a
mixing of the covenants where
we take the better promises of
the New Covenant and mix
them with the unattainable
stipulations of the Old Cove-
nant. We have good promises
that motivate us, but the same
old, unworkable system of
performance that even the
Jews could not attain.

This mixed covenant
causes us to expect more and
attain to less than any message
the world has ever heard! It
spawns the most devastating
disappointment and, as the
Scripture says, hope deferred
makes the heart sick! The
church is heart-sick on great
promises and bad doctrine. It
makes you hope for the best
and then jerks the rug out from
under your feet just when it
seems the end is in sight!

To address this horren-
dous doctrine with the fervor
of the New Testament is po-
litically incorrect in the cur-
rent church world. We will
attack the New Ager or other
believers who hold some slight
variation of belief from ours.
We will chastise those with
moral failure. We will tolerate
little in departure from our un-
derstanding of the faith. But
we will embrace and laud the
legalist as a righteous, virtuous
person, not realizing that they
embrace the most despicable,
disempowering deception that
ever seeped into the church.

The name of Jesus is
on our lips, but through the
mixing of the Covenants the
law is in our hearts! We pray
in His name, and then check
our list to see if we are quali-

Continued on page 6



Mixing the Covenants CDs $42

. . . . ) DVDs $89.95
With all the imaginary enemies and exaggerated forces we have conjured up|np3 $24

and attacked, the true weapon of mass destruction working against every be-
liever is never addressed. In fact, this ultimate deception is encouraged and hailed as the
pinnacle of righteousness: mixing the messages of the Old and New Covenants. By taking
the promises of the New Covenant and mixing them with the requirements of the Old Cove-
nant we completely neutralize God’s power in our lives, we struggle with sin, and we live
powerless lives. But breaking free from the limiting, negative, fault-finding control of the Old
Covenant will set you on a new path of promise and power'

Here are just a few keys you will discover in this powerful S
series: \ ——
Ev*‘-)" Xip

* |dentify ar_ld conquer your feelings of unworthiness. —— ‘"“h

* End your irrational fear of God. s SR T

» Change your life motivation from fear to love. = o

* Break the power of your greatest enemy. ,,, : 1

* Identify and eliminate the real thief. &

* Access the peace of God. 4

* Locate the contact point with God.

This life-changing six part series will open your eyes to the places you have been seduced
into mixing the covenants and close the door to the deception that has ruled your life and
shipwrecked your faith. The longer you’ve been saved the more you need to hear

Toxic Truth: Mixing the Covenants!

Online Contributions for Impact Ministries of Canada

In order to better serve our Canadian World Changers it is now possible for you to give online and immedi-
ately download your monthly World Changer Message. Plus, purchasing all of the teaching materials and e-
books online saves you time, money, and shipping hassles. And online purchases save the ministry thou-
sands of dollars every year that can be applied to helping people.

Once Impact Ministries of Canada receives approval from the Canadian Charities Directorate tax receipts
can be issued for any donations received after the application date of March 13, 2009.

For us to maintain our goals of consistently bringing this message of grace, peace, faith righteousness, and
unconditional love to the nation of Canada, we ask for you to join with us as a World Changer today!

You can send your Canadian contributions to: #332, 612 - 500 Country Hills Blvd NE,-Calgary, AB T3K 5K3

Relationship Tools Special Offer!
15% off of all our relationship CDs & DVDs or 25% off the downloadable versions!
Selections on Page 5




Thoughtfulness: A Great Valentine’s Gift
By: Jim Richards

Giving great gifts is more of a science than an art; as such it’s a skill that anyone can learn. For me, it was
very challenging because I had deep personal issues surrounding giving and receiving gifts. I hated giving gifts on
special days - it seemed contrived and obligatory; but I really enjoyed giving gifts spontaneously. 7o me that repre-
sented true love and sincerity! That would have been great if [ were doing it for me, but I wasn’t; I was doing it for
others! As it turned out, Brenda really values special days!

The first thing to learn about giving gifts or any other act of kindness is: If you’re actually doing it for the
other person, it has to be done in a way that they value! Jesus said it like this, Love your neighbor as yourself. So 1
have to find out what’s important to my wife before I decide how to make her feel loved!

The second rule about giving gifts follows closely to the first: Don’t give what you think they would like. If
you’re doing it for them, find out what they want and give them that. I had real issues with being frivolous. It was
hard for me to give gifts that I deemed to be frivolous. But I realized that if it was for her, it really didn’t matter
what I thought about it; it was what she thought about it that was important.

In case you haven’t figured it out, all of my issues about giving boiled down to control. I projected all of my
life’s pain, disappointment, and dysfunction about giving and receiving gifts onto others to justify doing what made
me feel comfortable. And to borrow the wisdom of the blue collar comedian I had to ask, “How’s that working?”’
Well, it wasn’t working very well! I remember coming to the painful conclusion that if this was about the other per-
son, I had to quit making it about me.

In Matt. 24:45 Jesus says, Who then is a faithful and wise servant... The word wise in the original language
also means thoughtful. He equates the person found doing the Father’s will, at His coming, will be the one whose
wisdom makes him thoughtful! One of the definitions of thoughtful given by the Encarta Dictionary is: showing the
application of careful thought. The idea we get from this Scripture and this definition is that wise people give careful
consideration before they act and then they take steps to apply what they have derived from that thought!

Wise and careful thought always considers the desired outcome. What is our reason for giving? Is it to ex-
press love? Is it to make the person happy? Is it to fulfill one of his/her desires? To do that, one must be full of
thought before taking action. Make sure the gift you give: 1) is what the other person wants, not what you want 2) is
given in a way that maximizes the potential for expressing love and value 3) reveals that you are attentive to their
slightest expressions. Nothing moves a person more than a gift that reflects awareness and thoughtfulness.

In addition to all the gifts you exchange at Valentine’s this year, I recommend giving the gift of communica-
tion. Wrap up a copy of our book We Still Kiss with a contract letter enclosed that says, “Because I desire to stay in
love with you forever, we will read one chapter of this book every week and discuss how we can apply what we
have learned!”

Great marriages don’t just happen; they come by a lot of thoughtful planning and skilled application. Brenda
and I have weathered more serious storms than most people will ever encounter. There have been times we have
wondered if we would recover our deep, passionate love; but we always do. We Still Kiss is not the story of a perfect
marriage; it’s about two people with real life issues who share how we faced and conquered the obstacles that most
never cross. It is a book about being thoughtful and staying in love!

If you’ve already read We Still Kiss select any of the relationship series and follow the same plan. Each
week listen to a CD together. Pause it and discuss how the area being covered applies to you and your relationship.
Communication is the seed that prepares the heart for love! Learning to discuss those things that have previously
been taken for granted will prepare you for a lifetime of love and romance!

See the special ad on page 5 that offers 15% off of all our relationship CDs & DVDs or
25% off the downloadable versions!




Dr. Jim Richards

ALL PRICES
LISTED
REFLECT
DISCOUNT.

To order by phone
or get shipping rates
please call our
World Changer
Specialists
256-536-9402 ext. 301!

Offer ends 2.29.10

Relatienship Jools

15% off of all our relationship CDs & DV Ds or

25% off the downloadable versions!

CD DVD MP3

O Connections That Count ...........c.cccceeeveeveiereennen. $35.70| N/A |$18
U The Dating Game: How to Play and Win ............ $35.70| N/A |$18
O Experiencing Perfect LOVe ........ccocovevivviveniinenene. $59.50| N/A |$30
U How to Be Married and Happy ........ccccceevevivieennee $23.80| N/A |$12
O How to Save Your Marriage..........ccocevevereeuennee. $23.80| N/A |$12
U How to Make Lasting Friendships ........c.cccco...... $29.75| N/A |$15
O Love From the Heart.............ccocvevveieveeeieicenne, $23.80] N/A |$12
U Love That Builds Relationships...........ccccecevueennee $35.70| N/A |$18
O Making Connections That Last .............ccccocueue.. $29.75| N/A |$15
U Resolving Conflict .........occeoveerenieiinineeiieieneee $23.80] N/A |$12
00 Secret Signals..........cooeveeveeiieiiiiieieieieieeeeeeiee $35.70 | $76.465 |
$18
O Speaking and Listening:

The Art of Communication $11.90] N/A |$6
O Staying in LOVE .......coveievieieeeeieiceeeeceeeeeee e $23.80 | $50.96 | $12
U They Two Shall Become One............ccccoveueruenene. $17.85] N/A |$9
O Understanding Your Behavior............c.ccccveveuee. $53.55| N/A |$27

we Still Kiss

Finally, a no-nonsense book about finding love, de-
veloping love, growing in love, and recovering lost
love. Whether you are newly engaged, happily
married and seeking to go to the next level, or try-
ing to recover a lost relationship -
this book is for you! None of the
tired old clichés. No more idealistic
formulas. This is a book of proven
life principles that reveals the se-
crets of lasting love and endless ro-
mance for you!

b{. JAMES B

Paperback $11




fied by the commandments. We wor-
ship, sing, and speak in tongues to be
edified, only to be torn down by the
very law that He nailed to the cross.
We bind the devil as our enemy, and
then do his work by using the very
tool he used to condemn us! We call
ourselves righteous by the blood only
to check the law to see if Jesus was
really enough!

Jesus settled the issue of the
law for us. One (and only one) per-
son has ever kept all the righteous
requirements of the law: Jesus, who
lived as a man full of the Holy Spirit
and is raised up as the Lord of Glory!
As such, He is the only person with
whom God could make a covenant.
Because He died the covenant is for-
ever sealed and unchangeable. Be-
cause He has risen from the dead He
forever mediates the covenant set in
place by His death! If anyone could
keep the law Jesus would not have
come, suffered, and died! We could-
n’t, He did; we’re in Him - end of
story for those who hope only in this
New Covenant, sealed in His blood!

By mixing the covenants we
take truth from the Old Covenant that
is no longer in force, no longer valid.
We have no right to invoke God on
the basis of the Old Covenant; to do
so is a complete rejection of the fin-
ished wok of Jesus. We then look to
the truth of the New Covenant with
all of its promises, failing to recog-
nize that mixing the two is a viola-
tion of them both; thereby, we negate
the only means whereby we have the
right to approach God. Under the Old
Covenant looking to Jesus would
have been idolatry. Under the New
Covenant looking to the law is to
count the blood of Jesus as nothing
and to trample it under foot!

In Lev. 19:19 God gave us
instructions that would ultimately
apply to this very issue: You shall not
let your livestock breed with another
kind. You shall not sow your field
with mixed seed. Nor shall a garment

of mixed linen and wool come upon
you. These truths in the Old Testa-
ment had their ultimate reality in
the New Covenant. This was not a
call to segregation of people but an
absolute purity of faith!

The cry of the twenty-first
century legalist is, “Balance! We
must be balanced!” As reasonable
as that sounds, a little law does not
balance grace and faith righteous-
ness; it pollutes it! As Paul warned
the Galatia believers who started
out in faith and ended in law: 4 [lit-
tle leaven leavens the whole lump.
(Gal. 5:9) It only takes a little law
to neutralize grace completely!
While we are being told to live by
faith, mixing the two covenants
voids faith. Faith is based on prom-
ise. Law is based on debt. Expect-
ing payment for a debt isn’t faith;
it’s legalism. Expecting God to re-
ward me for my behavior is pay-
ment of debt. Expecting God to re-
ward me based on the promise of
what we have in Jesus is a work of
true faith!

It’s time to do house clean-
ing. We face times like the world
has never seen. If our faith has not
given us victory as we have sought
to face normal life, how do we ex-
pect to stand through troubled
times? Clean out every aspect of
your belief system that is rooted in
works. Don’t allow one aspect of
the Old Covenant to stand in your
heart. This is what Abraham was
modeling when he sent Hagar
away. God said, Cast out the bond-
woman and her son, for the son of
the bondwoman shall not be heir
with the son of the freewoman.
(Gal. 4:30-31) Abraham not only
had the painful job of casting out
the bondwoman, (which repre-
sented the law) but he had to cast
out the son, everything the law had
given birth to in his life! Let us be
as the old hymn said, “My faith is
built on nothing less than Jesus’

blood and righteousness!”

(This article is based on the
revolutionary six-part series enti-
tled, Toxic Truth: Mixing the Cove-
nants. For information about this
series see the ad on page 3.)

The Error of
Ultimate Reconciliation

By: Allen Speegle & Jim Richards

Ultimate reconciliation is a
deadly error that has swept
through the doors of the church
repeatedly since the earliest times.

It’s a heresy that promotes irre-
sponsible living, compromised
morals, and hard-heartedness!
Those who make the journey into
Ultimate Reconciliation think
they’re delving into the ultimate
love of God, but it’s just the oppo-
site.

What starts out as a new revelation
of God’s unconditional love ends
in a relationship grown cold in a
wasteland of deceit and error!

Wile ministering at Family Bible
Church with Pastor Allen Speegle,
I was asked to do an interview for
leaders exposing the error of Ulti-
mate Reconciliation.

Under the guise of a new revela-
tion about grace and peace many
voices are seducing believers by
this heresy.

Go to www.impactministries.com
and click on the link to my blog to
receive the article and the free
download of the interview: The
Error of Ultimate Reconciliation.
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Motivated By Your Own Purpose

God knows that men/women are motivated by their own purposes. That’s why when it comes to giving or serv-
ing we should always consider what we enjoy and what moves us and find a way to link that to God’s purposes.
That’s a scenario where everyone wins and everyone benefits.

In 2 Cor. 9:7 Paul said it like this, ...let each one give as he purposes in his heart. The way to be a cheerful giver
is never to give out of obligation or legalism. The reason our hearts have not been prepared to experience the grace
of receiving is because we have been manipulated into giving. In the same verse he also said concerning our giving,
not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. No one is cheerful doing that which they’re forced to
do!

On the other hand, the person who gives because of purpose not only gives with joy, they also give with passion.
And it is the joyful, passionate givers who discover the grace of generosity in giving and receiving. I want your
heart to be affected in a very healthy way through your giving. So, as much as you can, I pray you’ll always link
your giving to the purpose that moves you deeply!

As we enter into 2010 we will expand our reach around the world. The vision is in my heart, the preparation is
already being done, the tools are being developed, and the hearts of generous World Changers are being prepared.

Here are some purposes you can give to in 2010. Special contributions toward these specific projects will
be used in the areas for which they are given. Help us by choosing a special mission or project from this
list:

1. Working synergistically with various prison ministries we plan to expand our outreach into prisons and
make our online School of Ministry available to inmates with computer access.

2. We have several books that are ready to be launched. They are currently written, ready for the editor and
printer. Some will be published in paperback and others will be published as e-books.

e Positive, Painless, Permanent Change: The Secret of Effortless Change Through Heart Physics
$30,000
e The Earth is Not Flat -eBook $10,000
e How to Succeed at Business Without Losing Your Soul $20,000
e Destined for Success, Programmed for Failure $30,000
e Several mini-booklets approximately $1000 each
o Water Baptism
e Healing
o Gifts of the Spirit
Reprinting of Escape from Codependent Christianity $10,000

3. Upgrades in video equipment $25,000

4. Operation One Billion.
e This is, without a doubt, the most daring of all our projects. In this program we desire to provide
curriculum for a minimum of 100 third world Bible Schools that will follow a plan to reach one-
billion people with this message over the next 12-20 years.

World Changers give for a purpose; but because we know God, we know that we will be affected by our giving. As
we give our heart grows and becomes open for grace to abound in every area of our life. But more than anything,
World Changers give because we have tasted this incredible love of God and we know this is the message and the
lifestyle that will:

Change the way the world see God!

Identify your purpose and give your most generous special gift today!
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